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28th September 1959 born in San Francisco/California, USA 
 
Summer 1978 exams at German high school (Johannes-

Brahms-Gymnasium, Pinneberg) 
 
July 1978 through March 1980 service as cadet and officers assistant on various 

Hapag-Lloyd AG vessels 
 
1980 through 1983 attended to Hamburg Maritime School; obtained 

a limited licence (OOW) for world wide trade 
 
1983 through 1984 Service as third, second and chief mate on 

vessels operated by Ernst Russ and F. Laeisz 
Schiffahrtsgesellschaft mbH & Co. 

 
December 1984 Obtained the unlimited word wide licence as a 

master mariner 
 
January 1985 through May 1986 military service in the German Navy 
 
1985 through 1995 studied at the University of Hamburg, passing of 

bar exam 
 
since 1st July 1995 employed by Lebuhn & Puchta, Hamburg 
 
since 1996 Editor of the Hamburg Maritime Newsletter (in 

German language) 
 
April 2000 academic title Dr. jur. 
 
I am a regularly lecturing at the Bucerius Law School on Transport and Maritime Law. Also, I 
have published numerous articles on transport and maritime law issues and am in the process 
of writing a major work on contracts of carriage and bills of lading, to be published later this 
year (all in German language). 


